ARRIVAL STATEMENT BY CHIEF OF MISSION
CARICOM ELECTION OBSERVATION MISSION TO THE GENERAL ELECTIONS OF GUYANA, 11 MAY 2015

Members of the media, ladies and gentlemen, good morning. 

We are indeed grateful for the warm welcome we have received and we are pleased to be here in Guyana for the General and Regional Elections slated to be held on 11 May 2015.

In response to a letter dated 20 February 2015, from Dr. Roger Luncheon, Head, Presidential Secretariat of Guyana to the Secretary General of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Ambassador, Irwin LaRocque, inviting CARICOM to mount an Election Observation Mission, the Secretary General acted on the invitation and requested Caribbean Community Members to appoint Observers to be a part of a CARICOM Observer Team to observe the process from 6 May 2015 to 13 May 2015.
The team comprise ten (10) members with Mrs. Josephine Tamai, Chief Elections Officer of Belize being appointed Deputy Chief of Mission and yours truly, Mr. Earl Simpson, Deputy Director of Elections, The Electoral Commission of Jamaica being appointed Chief of Mission.
The Chief of Mission and Deputy Chief of Mission arrived in Guyana, as an advanced team, on Wednesday, 6 May 2015.  Since our arrival we have made a courtesy call on the President, His Excellency, Mr. Donald Ramotar.  We have also met with the Commissioner of Police, Mr. Seelall Persaud and his Senior Officers to get an overview of the security situation in the country; and an assessment of the plans and strategies for the election process culminating in the conduct of the election and the announcement of results.
We started meetings with Presidential Candidates and their parties. 
For today, we have a pretty busy schedule lined up.  We have meetings and briefings arranged with the following organizations and stakeholders:
· The Guyana Electoral Commission 
· We will also be meeting with the remainder of the Presidential Candidates and their political parties
· President of the Guyana Public Service Union
· The Guyana Human Rights Commission 
· Chairman of the Private Sector Commission
It is also our intention to meet with the President of the Guyana Trade Union Congress and the Guyana Council of Churches.
The Chief of Mission is also scheduled to be part of meetings of all Chiefs of Missions of all the observer groups presently in Guyana. 

The remainder of the CARICOM Observer Team will arrive today, and they will be busy from Saturday observing the remainder of the campaign process and being briefed by the Chief and Deputy Chief of Mission on the meetings held prior to their arrival.
The mandate given to us by the Secretary General of CARICOM is:
1. To observe the electoral process including the campaign period, the opening of the poll on election day, the voting procedures during the course of the day, the close of poll at the end of the day, the counting of ballots, the preparation of the statement of the poll and the transmission of results to the Returning Officers and the Guyana Electoral Commission.

2. To observe the conduct of the electoral officials and political stakeholders and the overall electoral environment.
3. To observe and assess the outcome of the elections and the initial immediate impact on the social and political environment. 

After observing the voting procedure and the count on polling day, we will compile a preliminary statement to be issued to the media on our initial assessment of the process we observed.
A debriefing session with the team that observe the elections in the various districts will be held after which we will collaborate in the preparation of a Final Report of the Observer Mission outlining our observations and assessment of the process which will include recommendations where applicable.  This report will be presented to the Secretary General of CARICOM, Ambassador Irvin LaRocque, who will later forward the report to the Government of Guyana, the Guyana Elections Commission and the leadership of all the Political Parties who participated in the elections.

It is our intention to abide by the laws of Guyana. We will visit as many polling locations and polling stations to take a broad a representative sample of the process as possible.  
In addition to the persons whom we have already met, we look forward to meeting with as many Guyanese as possible. We will cooperate closely with other international and local observer groups to ensure that we maximize our coverage.
It is important to point out that we are committed to be neutral, impartial, objective and independent.  Let me say clearly that we are unable to visit every polling station or to be present everywhere.

The team includes persons with vast electoral experience that spans election administration and political representation. Our varying experiences will no doubt allow for us to provide meaningful insights into the electoral process. 
We are here to observe the process and form an impartial judgement on its credibility. We have no executive role. 
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